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Northern Lights Nordic Ski Club is a 501c-3 non-profit organization dedicated to promoting cross-country skiing as a healthful, family activity.  Our membership has grown since 1991 and presently includes over two hundred fifty families. Club members volunteer their time to groom and maintain eight area ski trails and work with the Grand Rapids, Deer River and Remer High School ski teams, Minnesota Youth Ski League, Mount Itasca Nordic Ski Association, Itasca County Trails Task Force and other local and statewide organizations. Our funding comes from member donations, state grant-in-aid, and fund raising events. We strive to continually improve Nordic skiing in our area for all ages and abilities.
Board of Directors
Pete Friedlieb, President	                     Jim Christmas, Suomi Hills liaison               Greg (Boomer) Moritko Director of grooming                                       Bob Conzemius, Vice-president	                     Craig Stertz, Director of ski clinics                 Rick McDonald, Director of Legion Trail                                                Tom Sobolik, Treasurer	                     Paul Olson, Director of GPS mapping            Catherine McLynn, Newsletter/Membership                                   Alan and Amy Dettmer Mt Itasca liaisons              Randy Zupan Suomi groomer                        Cathleen Bengtson, Doan Lake trail
Trail Bits Winter 2014-5
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Your board has been active (although maybe ‘not inactive’ would be a better description) these last 3 months.  We welcomed Bob Conzemius to the Board as official NLNSC meteorologist and recording secretary. We were able to use his expertise right away.  A couple of years ago after being frustrated with wimpy winters we had contacted the Greek god of weather-Theo Meteoroi about maybe getting some snow and cold.  So Zeus who didn’t appreciate his subjects complaining about stuff like that directed Theo to send us some real winter via Siberia and the Arctic circle for a couple of years.  This was, as you may recall, was not so good either with lots of snow and lots of 40 below plus lots of wind.  We asked Bob about this and he suggested we should maybe file for a Di-Vortex.  And so we did and so we have the semi wimpy winter again.  Bob, who has close communication with Theo Meteori, says we may have to file for divorce from fossil fuels if we want meteorological harmony to be restored.
Your board had more manageable challenges, to wit:

December Ski Swap-Well organized by Cathy M and supported by the new ownership at Itasca Trail Sports-Don Johnsrud.  We received a big boost from a lot of equipment owned by the late Robin Baker that was generously donated by his wife Brenda.

Membership-If you haven’t renewed this year please take the time to do so.  Your financial support helps offset the costs for trails where we receive no reimbursement from Grant-in-Aid such as Suomi Hills, Joyce Estate/Doan and the Forest History Center.

Equipment Sale-We sold the Tucker Sno Cat located at Blueberry and are in the process of selling the large groomer it pulled.  Basically, this equipment was not suitable for this trail. 
We plan on using the proceeds for purchase of a new snowmobile to be located at Blueberry.

Fat Tire Bike Race-The local chapter of the International Mountain Bike Association, GRIMBA, wanted to hold a race which would use large parts of Legion Trails.  We had concerns about whether this would be damaging to the trail for Nordic skiing.  This is a Grant in Aid Trail and currently the DNR has restrictions on winter biking on Grant-In-Aid trails.  After meetings with the Grand Rapids City Recreation Department and also with members representing GRIMBA, it was decided they would look at alternative locations for the race.

Thistledew-A local group near Effie wants to resume regular grooming at the DNR Thistledew Trails where the State has not been able to commit personnel and equipment to provide consistent grooming. These folks include Sara and Matt Stone as well as Tom Boland who attended the February meeting at KAXE.  The Board indicated strong support for this group and will help with transitioning insurance and ownership of a recently refurbished Alpine snowmobile.

Equipment-Replacements with new machines for our aging fleet of VKPro machines will be done over the next few years.  Also our pull behind groomers are in need of repair and upgrades. 

Minnesota Youth Ski League-Catherine reports that weekly sessions are going well with 150 skiers plus coaches and parents every Sunday afternoon in January and February at Mt. Itasca.  Sara and Matt Stone have organized a family ski group in the Bigfork/Effie Edge of the Wilderness area (EOWSKI!).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Web Site- www.NorthernLightsNordic.org is linked to www.skinnyski.com and trail updates are being posted now that we have snow. Post your own skiing experiences on the trails!
Membership form and ski trails brochure are all there, too!

So, fellow Nordic skiers, enjoy the trails now and hug a volunteer groomer when you see them!

[image: Logo NLNSC]NORTHERN LIGHTS NORDIC SKI CLUB
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone _______________________________ e-mail ___________________________________________

Membership fee enclosed: Benefactor $100.00______ Sustaining $50.00_______
Family $25.00 _______ Individual $15.00_______ Student $5.00_______
We need your membership to promote, maintain and improve Nordic skiing as a lifetime sport.
Mail to: NLNSC • 931 North Pokegama Ave, Grand Rapids, MN 55744   Need more information? Call 218-326-1313.
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