
Northern Lights Nordic Ski Club

Northern Lights Nordic Ski Club is a 501c-3 non-profit organization dedicated to promoting cross-country skiing as a healthful, family activity.  Our membership has grown since 1991 and presently includes over two hundred fifty families. Club members volunteer their time to groom and maintain eight area ski trails and work with the Grand Rapids, Deer River and Remer High School ski teams, Minnesota Youth Ski League, Mount Itasca Nordic Ski Association, Itasca County Trails Task Force and other local and statewide organizations. Our funding comes from member donations, state grant-in-aid, and fund raising events. We strive to continually improve Nordic skiing in our area for all ages and abilities.
Board of Directors
Pete Friedlieb, President	                     Jim Christmas, Suomi Hills liaison               Greg (Boomer) Moritko Director of grooming
Bob Conzemius, Vice-president	                     Craig Stertz, Director of ski clinics                 Rick McDonald, Director of Legion Trail 
Tom Sobolik, Treasurer	                     Paul Olson, Director of GPS mapping            Catherine McLynn, Newsletter/Membership                                   
Alan and Amy Dettmer Mt Itasca liaisons              Randy Zupan Suomi groomer                        Cathleen Bengtson, Doan Lake trail
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Northern Lights Nordic Ski Club Newsletter
Trail Bits Spring 2016
Pete Friedlieb
 
 
Your board met recently for one of our monthly get togethers.  The skiing this year had been amazingly good considering the low El Nino snowfalls our talented groomers had to deal with.  Yet there was a sense of bewilderment and confusion in our group.  The outside world was swirling with the politics of accusation, hand size, email stuff, immigration relocation or exportation or citizenation and attack ads and bad jokes and pretty bad jokes and just jokers in general.  We were able to finally slow our spinning heads and look at the state of the skination in our sweet little corner of the world.  So here goes:
 
Equipment replacement-our VKPro snowmobiles are over 10 years old and costly breakdowns are ever more common.  Boomer researched replacements and the Arctic Cat Bearcat seems to be a real winner.  In the last 18 months we were able to purchase new machines for Sugar Hills and Blueberry Hills.  Experience with these has been great.  Next year we will purchase one for Legion Hills.  Funding comes about from a combination of membership donations, State Grant-in-Aid funding and grants from the Trails Task Force.  Old machines are sold or repurposed (Suomi Hills.)  Thanks to all of you for your generous support.
 
Youth Skiing-Minnesota Youth Ski League at Mount Itasca had terrific participation- 150 skiers plus 15 coaches and 15 junior coaches plus parents on Sunday afternoons in January and February. The main purpose is to have fun, have some more fun and learn something about skiing.
 
Lifetime Achievement Award-Robin Baker, who passed away 2 years ago, was named one of the honored recipients by the State Cross Country Ski Association.  Family members and Boomer attended the ceremony which included Nordic ski Olympian Jessie Diggins.
 
Suomi Hills-We have met regularly with the representatives of the new team at the Chippewa National Forest to work together on improving the skiing experience at Suomi.  Randy Zupan has done a terrific job grooming and Dale Juntunen has volunteered to help next year as well.  We hope to have this trail added to the Grant-in-Aid system which would include a ski pass requirement.  We do not receive any appreciable funding for grooming this trail as well as for grooming the Joyce/Doan system.
 
Web site-Our new website (http://www.northernlightsnordic.org) continues to be updated by Webmaster Keith Murphy.  Recently he was able to add the convenience of an option for online member donation which has become quite popular.  Check out the site and add your own photos or comments.
 
That’s pretty much it.  Stay well, be happy and vote!
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Membership fee enclosed: Benefactor $100.00______ Sustaining $50.00_______
Family $25.00 _______ Individual $15.00_______ Student $5.00_______
We need your membership to promote, maintain and improve Nordic skiing as a lifetime sport.
Mail to: NLNSC • 931 North Pokegama Ave, Grand Rapids, MN 55744   Need more information? Call 218-326-1313.
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