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Your board has met a couple of times this fall, last one being the day before the election.  Obviously a great many things are likely to change as a result.  In the very narrow world of cross-country skiing in our neck of the woods I would expect at the very least fewer federal employees involved with federal lands over time which would make our work as ski club volunteers even more critical.  Climate change will likely accelerate making our ski season shorter.  In the meantime here’s what’s happening in the NLNSC world:

Ski Swap-Tuesday December 6 from 4 to 7 pm at Central Square Mall.  Sell or donate items Mon. Dec. 5 from 4 to 7 pm or starting at 10 am Wed morning. Label items with your name and suggested price. 

Sugar Hills-The MN DNR is managing this system under the terms of the Land Trust easement signed with Rajala companies.  However the parking lot is owned by a different party as is the building where we store our equipment.  This building was extensively rehabilitated by NLNSC volunteers over 10 years ago.  The DNR has not been able to secure a long term lease agreement for the parking lot at terms which they feel are market.  Therefore the DNR will no longer lease the lot after this season.  Although NLNSC has no influence on these negotiations, the owner of the Sugar Hills properties including the lot and the building has informed us that we will no longer be welcome to store our equipment in his building after this year.  The original agreement did allow for the creation of a new parking and storage site on the trail lands adjacent to the road.  The DNR has developed the site including a connector trail and parking will be at the new site starting ski season 2017-18.  We also will need a new building for storage and plans are being developed which will also include a changing/warming facility.  Mr. John Rajala has generously volunteered to donate lumber for the building and a committee directed by Boomer is working on plans.  Raising funds will be critical as will volunteer workers once we finalize things.  Please contact Boomer if you are interested.
 
Legion Trails-Rick M reports that these are in good shape after repairs of damage to the cable supplying power that happened when the Reif remodeling was being done.  A new Bearcat snowmobile has been purchased for this system.
 
Snowmobile for Sale-We have a 2006 Yamaha VK Pro snowmobile for sale.  Contact Boomer for information.
 
Blueberry Hills-In good shape thanks to lots of hard work on the trails by Ryan Gunderson over the summer. Summer storms caused blowdowns on many trail systems this year.
 
Suomi and Joyce-In good shape.  These are now Grant-in-Aid trails and a ski pass is required.  We are working with Forest Service personnel on making safety improvements though none is in the works presently.  Please contact the NFS if you feel this is important.
 
Mt. Itasca-Snowmaking was scheduled to start Sat. Nov. 19 when temps are supposed to drop (finally!) 

But today's storm may allow GROOMING AND SKIING TO BEGIN THIS WEEKEND!

Mt. Itasca Youth Ski League registration is open. Sign up kids age 4 to 14 at www.mysl.org and get ski gear for them Thurs. Dec. 1 from 4 to 7 at Mt Itasca chalet. cat@mclynn.net for more info.
 
That’s it, be well and enjoy life!
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Membership fee enclosed: Benefactor $100.00______ Sustaining $50.00_______
Family $25.00 _______ Individual $15.00_______ Student $5.00_______
We need your membership to promote, maintain and improve Nordic skiing as a lifetime sport.
Mail to: NLNSC • 931 North Pokegama Ave, Grand Rapids, MN 55744   Need more information? Call 218-326-1313.
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